A FATHER’S LOVE
     This week we celebrated Father’s Day, which can be an emotional day for many people for various reasons.  Some celebrate fathers who have been an incredible image of love and strength.  For some, it is the first opportunity to enjoy Father’s Day as a new father cradling their child in their arms.  Some struggle through this day because they are no longer able to celebrate with fathers who have passed away.  While yet others will wrestle through the emotions of this day because of the pain and hurt felt from absent or difficult fathers.  Father’s Day can affect each of us in a different way, but regardless of how we celebrate, it is an important day.  Not only is it a day for earthly fathers, but it is also a day to remember our heavenly Father.  This year I chose to take some time to celebrate how God has been a wonderful father to me, and I wanted to share this with you.  Here was my Father’s Day card to my heavenly Father:
     Thank you Dad for the day that You created me.  In Your mighty hands, You formed every part of me with great love and affection.  You carefully formed my eyes to see the path that You had laid out for me, to see Your great love guiding me, and to see Your face when all else would fail me.  You gently molded my ears to be able to hear Your direction when I am lost, to hear the words that You would whisper to me when I am hurting, and to hear how much You love me when I feel alone.  You took great care in creating my mouth to declare how wonderful You are, to thank you for the good things You have given, and to declare Your great love to everyone I meet.  You gently and tenderly formed my soul to feel the warmth of Your love when I feel forsaken, to feel Your acceptance and approval when I feel rejected, and to feel Your arms holding me up when I do not have the strength to stand.  Then You lovingly carved a place in my spirit where only You are allowed to dwell, a place where You reign and rule over every situation that I face, a place where I can find You at any time, at any moment, of any day.  Before I was even in my mother’s womb, You knew me.  You saw me from beginning to end, my quirks, my passions, my mistakes, my successes, and my failures.  And after looking carefully at every part, You chose to love me and use me for Your purposes.

     Thank you Dad for walking with me.  As I look over my life, You were always there.  You saw the skinned knees, the runny noses, and the tears.  You were there watching like a proud father at my piano recitals, and You were there to offer compassion when my heart was broken my first boyfriend.  You were there for the little moments when no one else was around,  when I sat in my room crying because someone hurt my feelings, and  when my heart was soaring because I finally aced the hardest test at school.  You were also there for the most significant moments, like my wedding day when You walked me down the aisle as my loving Father, and when You stood with great elation watching me hold my boys for the first time.  At times, when I could not walk another step, You carried me to the next place.  Through every tear, every smile, and every milestone, You were there.  You told me long ago that You would never leave me or forsake me, and You have always held true to Your word.  
     Thank you Dad for loving me.  There were so many times that I gave You reason to turn Your back on me, but You never did.  On numerous occasions, I left You to do my own things, but You always took me back with open arms.  Even when I came to You filthy, broken, and ugly, You picked me up and held me before You cleaned me off.  You have taken care of my every need and have given me the desires of my heart.  Through Your word, You have taught me the way to go, and You have led me through dark times when I could not see.  You have cheered the loudest at my triumphs, and You have held my hand tightly when I am afraid.  Your thoughts toward me are as countless as the sand on the seashore, and You sing over me because I am Your delight.  You love me with the greatest love.
     Dad, with all of my heart, I love You.  Happy Father’s Day!

I hope that you enjoyed your Father’s Day, and I encourage you to write a Father’s Day card to your heavenly Father.  He is the greatest Father I have ever known.

