The Devil’s in the Details
Have you ever heard the phrase “the devil is in the details?”  It is a fairly common phrase meaning that if details are overlooked, even in the best laid plans, serious problems can arise.  This is quite true, but this phrase took on a different meaning for me a few years ago.  You see, I am a detail person!  I will go through great angst to think through every detail in order to work something out.  Unfortunately, that fixation on details has caused me a great deal of anxiety and frustration.  
Several years ago my family was going through a major transition in our lives, and we were asking God to guide us.  During this time, God gave us a peace in knowing that He was leading us, but I began to feel frustration growing the more I focused on the details.  We were changing cities; my husband was changing jobs; my kids were changing schools; and everything in our lives seemed to be changing.  I started wondering, “When is our house going to sell?”  “Where are we going to live?”  “How are we going to pay for the move?”  “How will this change affect my kids?”  My mind was getting bombarded with questions, and I did not have a single answer.  I continued to pray and trust God to lead us, but I really wanted to know some details.  Finally, I broke.  Falling on my face before God, I cried out, “Lord, I know you are leading us, but I need to know how You are going to work this out!”  Just then, the Lord spoke quietly to my heart.  He said, “I am the God of details.”  Jumping to my feet, I eagerly declared, “That’s great!  I love details!!”  I just knew that God was getting ready to divulge exactly how He was planning to fix all of my issues.  Unfortunately, there was nothing but silence, and then I realized what God was actually saying to me.  He was going to take care of the details because that is His job.  My job is to trust.  Although that was hard medicine for me to swallow, I knew that it was true.  As I let this news sink in, I began saying, “I trust You, Lord.  You are in charge of the details.”  A sweet peace settled over my soul, and my anxiety dissipated.
More than a few times I had to go back to that moment and remind myself that God was in charge of the even the little things.  That’s when the phrase “the devil is in the details” took on a new meaning for me.  I have noticed that oftentimes the devil hides out in the details, and he lures us into these cluttered areas.  It is when we try to figure it out, or work out all of the little intricacies of the situation, or try to understand everything that we fall into the biggest traps.  Before we know it, we are over our head in details, and it completely consumes us.  All of the noise and clutter drowns out the voice of God in our hearts, and then we have trouble hearing from Him and receiving His peace.  
In Isaiah 46:10 God tells us, “I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come.  I say:  My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please.”  God knows the end of our situation before it even begins, and He knows how to guide us through it safely and smoothly.  The problem comes when we try to figure out the route.  He has determined a purpose for each one of us, and He will accomplish that purpose in us if we will trust Him.  God will even share the details with us when we need it, but not before time.  He shared with Joshua the details of his march around the Promised Land, but not until Joshua got right up next to the wall.  God gave Moses the details of how to bring water from a rock in the desert, but not until they were at a point of thirst.  God told Hezekiah the details for the plan of attack, but not until the enemy was at the threshold.  God does give details, but only when we need to implement them.  He wants us to trust Him completely, knowing that He will give us the details as we need them.  The word “trust” literally means “an unquestioning belief and reliance in someone or something1.”  A dependence on details creates an independence from God.  Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.”  When we trust, then we don’t lean on our own understanding.  When we try to figure everything out and know all the details, then we have a hard time trusting.  When we acknowledge God in all of our ways, then He makes our paths easy to see.
So if you find yourself frustrated because you are asking how, when, and why and not receiving any answers, then you may have been lured into the forest of details.  To find your way out, all you have to do is call to your heavenly Father.  Tell Him that you trust Him to handle the details.  Once you receive the peace that comes with trust, then your path will be easier to see.  
