ENEMY OF FAITH
     All across the country, it is soccer season for the little ones.  It is time for shin pads, cleats, bright-colored shirts, and shorts that barely hide skinned-up knees.  Both of my boys played soccer when they were younger, and it was a family affair.  My husband and I long for the days when we would cheer on the sidelines, enjoy the friendships of fellow parents, and snicker at the over-the-top dads, reliving their glory days.  Those were some of our greatest memories. One position that I remember in particular is the goalie.  His only job was to block the ball from sailing into the net.  He was the only player that could use any part of his body to block the ball.  All of the other players could only use their feet or their head to move the ball.  I began to think about how the enemy uses his own “goalies” to keep us from attaining our goals.  One of these “goalies” that has blocked many of my attempts is discouragement.
     Discouragement is a direct enemy of faith.  The only job that discouragement has is to block our faith so that we will stop believing in the promise that God has given us; therefore, we must learn to recognize it as an enemy and fight it off at all cost.  In the Old Testament we learn that the children of Israel were supposed to enter into the land that God had promised them, but they continued to fall into fear and discouragement.  Due to these obstructions, the Israelites lost their faith and fell prey to doubt and disbelief, causing them to miss the promise.  The entire generation, except two faithful servants, Joshua and Caleb, died in the wilderness, never seeing their promise fulfilled.  It was the next generation that would be given the opportunity to enter into the Promised Land.  Their leader, Moses, understood the problems the first group had with faith, so he warned the next generation of the enemy’s tactics to steal their destiny.  He addresses them in Deuteronomy 1:21, “See, the Lord your God has given you the land.  Go up and take possession of it as the Lord, the God of your fathers, told you.  Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.”  Sixteen times in the book of Deuteronomy, Moses tells the people one or both of these commands:  “Do not be afraid and do not be discouraged.”  This lets us know that fear and discouragement block our faith and cause us to miss our goal.  
     In order to fight discouragement, we must fully understand what it looks like.  Webster’s Dictionary defines discouragement as the state of being deprived of courage, confidence, or enthusiasm. Events and situations will happen in an attempt to strip you of courage and confidence.  I can remember a specific time in college when a professor asked me to work an extremely difficult problem on the board.  The environment was intense and intimidating, but I was forced to into it.  I was fairly sure that my answer was right, but the professor was quite pompous and incredibly frightening.  As I timidly made my way to the board, with all eyes upon me, I noticed the professor had sat down in the front row and propped his feet up on the desk.  With hand trembling, I began to write my answer.  Before I got too far in the process, the professor began taunting me and questioning every step I had made.  Hesitantly, I explained my reasoning, and allowed me to continue.  Two steps later, he jumped in again, taunting and questioning.  My nerves were shot, and all I wanted to do was sit down.  Again, I explained my thoughts, and he allowed me to continue.  This process happened two more times before I was completely through the problem.  By the time I sat down, I did not care if the answer was right or wrong; I just wanted out!  As I ran to my seat in utter humiliation, the professor stood up and said, “I have never seen it done that way before.  Great job.”  My mouth dropped wide open.  Many times the enemy works in the same way.  God gives us a promise (maybe about a healthy marriage, your kids’ salvation, your ministry, your health), and the enemy knows that God will make good on His promise.  Therefore, the only way for him to interrupt this process is to attack your faith.  He will begin to taunt you and make you question everything around you.  He will bring circumstances into your life that will be in direct violation of the promise God has given.  He will do anything and everything to prevent you from wholeheartedly believing in God for the fulfillment of your promise.  Just like the goalie, nothing is off limits.  It is crucial to focus on the word of God during these times of attack.  Find the scripture that describes the promise God has given you, then “live by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7).  
     During difficult financial trials, I would quote Philippians 4:19, “And my God will meet all your needs according to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”  During times when I needed guidance and direction, I would declare James 1:5 and Proverbs 3:5-6 that tells me that God will give me wisdom and direct my paths.  It is vital in times of discouragement to seek out and locate courage, and the place to do that is in the Word of God.  Do not sit around waiting for the circumstances to change and encourage you.  You must take up your sword and declare the confidence that comes only from the Word of God.  We must recognize discouragement as an enemy that is coming to steal, kill, and destroy our dreams and destinies, so stand up and fight for the promise God has given you!
