FINDING YOUR FIT
     It is the universal problem among women...finding clothes that fit.  Most of us have been down that road of trying on brand after brand searching for the one that will fit perfectly.  You know the story...the dressing room is piled with clothes that did not make the cut, your hair is a mess and you’re sweating from trying on every outfit in the store, you cannot find that perfect match to the vision you had in your head, and now you are fed up and frustrated.  It is usually at this point of the story that I scrap the shopping and head for the cookies, with extra icing.  Regardless of your size and shape, we can all identify with struggling to find the right fit.

     Similarly, we can struggle to find our fit spiritually.  In the past two weeks, I have had several women on separate occasions tell me that they were having a difficult time finding their place, and in my own life, I have dealt with similar feelings.  Sometimes we search for that group of people with whom we can belong, or maybe a place where we feel like we fit, or even a purpose that satisfies our longings.  In any case, I have found that we spend a great deal of time searching and not a lot of time finding.  I began praying about this dilemma and asking God to show me the problem.  God directed me to the story of Noah.  This story has made a great impact on me over the past few weeks in many ways, but one thing in particular really stood out to me...the difference in the raven and the dove.  
     The story of Noah and the ark is very familiar to most people.  Even Hollywood made a spin on it in Evan Almighty.  Although I had heard this story many times as a child, I wanted to put aside the storybook aspect of it to really understand the situation.  I found out that Noah, his family, and all of the animals were on the ark for over a year.  They had to be confined with all of those animals in an enclosed boat rocking back and forth on the water for an incredible amount of time.  Can you imagine the discomfort, the boredom...the smell?!  I begin to get bored and cramped up on family car trips after only a few hours.  I cannot imagine being on a boat with every species of animal for over 365 days!  
     Noah was ready to get out of that uncomfortable ark and find his family a place to settle, a place that felt right, so he sent out a raven to look for land.  The Bible tells us that the raven “kept flying back and forth until the water had dried up from the earth.”  The raven never went back to the ark.  It just kept searching and searching for anywhere to put its feet.  It did not matter if it was a good place or a bad place; the raven was determined to find somewhere to set his feet.  Then Noah sent out a dove.  The Bible tells us that the dove “could find no place to set its feet...so it returned to Noah in the ark.”  The dove went searching just as the raven, but when it did not find the right place, it knew to go back to the place provided for him.
     One of the biggest differences in the raven and the dove is their appetite.  The raven will eat almost anything to satisfy his craving, whether it is bad or good.  The dove, on the other hand, will eat only what it is designed to eat which is mostly plant food.  We oftentimes behave like the raven, searching frantically to satisfy our longing to belong.  We will go from job to job, church to church, looking for the “perfect place”.  We will hook up with the wrong group of friends because they satisfy our desire to fit.  We will work ourselves to death trying to fill our need for purpose.  All the while, God wants us to be like the dove.  The dove looked to see if God had made him a new place yet, and when he could not find the right place, then he went back to the place God had made for him to wait.  You see, God has made a place for you to fit perfectly with His plan, but sometimes we have to wait in an uncomfortable place until He opens the door.  Do not go searching desperately for your place because God will show you where it is if you will trust and wait on Him.  The ark was the place of protection and provision until the right place came along, and when it did, God opened the door.  The raven wore himself out looking for anything to satisfy his craving and then settled for much less than God’s best.  Don’t settle!  God has great plans for you!


“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 



“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give



 you hope and a future.”








Jeremiah 29:11
