IS GOD EVER TOO LATE?
Being on time is one of my challenges, and God, with His sense of humor, linked me with a husband who hates to be late.  For years, it was a source of tension between the two of us, until God dealt with me about it.  I really thought that God would see my side, but He told me that I needed to be on time because it was important to my husband.  Now I would like to tell you that I am reigning victoriously in this area, but I am definitely a work in progress.  Fortunately, my husband is being patient with me while I work on this.  Sunday mornings, my biggest challenge, have become quite comical.  My family sits downstairs in the kitchen listening to me run back and forth upstairs desperately trying to finish getting ready, and then I come flying down the stairs with jewelry in one hand and shoes in the other, running towards the door.  By the time I get to church, I am exhausted, feeling as though I have just run a marathon… but I am working on it.
    It is ironic how it was not important for me to be on time, but it was extremely important that God be on time.  When I needed God’s help, I did not want Him to be on time; I wanted Him to be early.  I have heard all of my life that God is never late; He is right on time.  But have you ever felt like God came too late?  Most of us, at some point or another, have felt like things would have been so much better if God had shown up earlier.  I can remember when we were struggling to make ends meet, and I was earnestly seeking God for help.  We did not have enough money that month to pay the bills and buy food, so we had to make a choice.  Our debts were piling up, and I could not see a way out.  As I sat crying in my chair, I opened the Bible and read how God said He would meet all of our needs.  I began to pray and ask God to provide a way for us to pay our bills and get out of debt.  The situation was growing desperate.  I told my husband, Chris, what I had read in the Word of God and asked him to believe with me for a breakthrough.  Do you know what happened next?  My breakthrough did not happen; on the contrary, my phone was cut off because I could not pay the bill.  What was happening?  Why did God not send help? Sorrowfully, I sank in my despair and could not understand why God did not come.  That was the first time I realized that my timetable and God’s timetable operated on different schedules.  You see, my goal was to suffer no further loss, but God had a different goal in mind.  He knew what I would have to go through later on in life, and He knew I needed to learn how to trust Him completely.  This was an opportunity for Him to show His great glory and to prove to me that nothing is ever too far gone for Him.  He knew that down the road I would face situations that would seem to be hopeless.  I would face trials that seemed to be past the point of recovery, and I would need to know that no matter how impossible the situation looked, God would come at the right time.  It may not be on my time, but it would be the perfect time.  If God had supplied my need when I asked, then I would not know how to wait on Him.  I would not know how to stand on faith and continue believing when the circumstances grew worse.  I would not know how to encourage others to stand when everything around them falls apart.  God did bring us our breakthrough and it was greater than we had imagined.  But it came on His time. 
    You may be facing a situation that you have been praying over and feel that God has not answered your cries.  This problem is growing increasingly worse and beginning to look hopeless.  You are questioning God and wondering why He is not answering you.  I believe that this word is for you.  Let’s look in John 11 to see a similar situation.  Jesus’ dear friend Lazarus was terribly sick and about to die.  His sisters, Mary and Martha, sent word to Jesus regarding Lazarus’ condition and asked Him to come.  Upon receiving this word, Jesus remained in the city of Perea for two more days.  By the time Jesus arrived, Lazarus had already died and been in the tomb for four days.  We then see the sisters’ responses to the situation, and I think that we can learn two important directives: 
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Declare your faith.  Both Mary and Martha revealed their hurt to Jesus by saying, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”  It is good to lay out your feelings before the Lord.  He tells us to “cast our cares on Him because He cares for us,” but we must not remain in our hurt.  We must follow it up with a declaration of faith.  Martha finished this statement by saying, “But I know that even now God will give You whatever You ask.”  Martha was saying that even now, with her brother in the tomb, God can still make a way.  Martha realized that nothing was too dead for Jesus to save.  Jesus responded, “Your brother will rise again.” On the other hand, Mary missed this revelation.  When she finally approached Jesus, she relayed the same hurt that Martha had said, but she did not follow it up with a declaration of faith.  Notice Jesus’ response, “He groaned in His spirit and was troubled.”  Jesus was deeply troubled by Mary’s lack of faith.  Martha walked away with the assurance and peace from Jesus that He was going to resurrect her brother, but Mary walked away not knowing that peace or reassurance.  Right now, in the face of your situation, begin declaring the goodness and power of the Lord.  Begin thanking Him for what He has done in your past and what He is going to do in your future.  God will give you a peace and a reassurance that He is with you and hears your cry.
    As you probably know, Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, and this story has brought glory to God for many generations.  Your trial is not just about you.  God is going to use it to bring glory to His name for many generations.  You will be able to encourage many others if you can stand in faith waiting for God to work in His time.  Do not grow impatient or weary just remember to run to Jesus and declare your faith.  It does not matter how far gone your situation seems to be because Jesus brings life to those things that are dead.  I will leave you with one last thought.  Jesus said in John 11:40, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?”  I challenge you to take this scripture and write it on the tablets of your heart.  God wants to come through for you in a mighty way and show you how glorious He is, but He will do it on His time.  So don’t worry, He is never too late.
