ARE YOU LISTENING?
Have you ever been talking but felt that no one was really listening? Nowadays when you call your friend for advice, she is simultaneously driving through Wendy’s to pick up food for the kids, listening to “Finding Nemo” playing on the DVD player in the back seat, and breaking up a fight between her two sons over who got the most M&M’s.  Although we have become masters at multi-tasking, we have lost the art of listening.  This became increasingly clear to me the other day when I was trying to discuss a rather important topic with my teenage son.  While I was speaking, he was text messaging his girlfriend and two other friends, listening in one ear to his i-pod, and typing a school paper on the computer.  He assured me that he was paying complete attention to what I was saying, but I sincerely had my doubts, especially since he could only repeat back to me key words with no complete thoughts.  In his mind, however, he truly believed that he was listening.  
Although these are common occurrences in this modern day of distraction, there are times when we desperately need someone to listen.  My husband and I recently went through a time where we had to make several life-altering decisions.  Every major area of our lives was being affected, and we desperately needed direction.  We were both seeking God for answers, but nothing was happening.  My frustration was growing, and I did not know where to turn.  A couple of days later, as my husband and I were making our way into a bookstore, a question emerged regarding a simple yet unrelated situation.  Without hesitation, I responded, “We should just ask God what to do.”  Agreeing wholeheartedly, my husband continued into the store and found the book for which he was searching.  On our way to the car, I began to thumb through the chapters randomly pointing out interesting details.  Then all of a sudden, I was stopped dead in my tracks.  Right there, in black and white, was the answer to the very question my husband and I had been discussing.  I was astonished.  I had not even prayed or asked God about the dilemma, yet the answer was in plain view.  Later that day, another situation arose where we had a question about how to handle an upcoming conversation that would be quite delicate.  Again, I replied, “Let’s just pray and ask God how to handle this.”  About an hour later, a friend came by to chat, and in the course of the conversation, he talked about a predicament he had recently been through that was exactly like ours.  He gave us some great direction and insight into the problem.  Once again, I had not even had a chance to pray or ask God for His help, and the answer was already given.  Utterly amazed, I walked into my room to give God thanks, and He spoke to my heart.  He said, “My ear is inclined to you.  Even when you are not talking to Me, I hear your requests.” I realized that God had heard every word of my prayers.  He had heard every cry, every plea, every question, and every thought.  The answers were not delayed because He did not hear, but because He had not yet spoken.  The problem did not lie in God’s willingness to hear, but in my willingness to wait.  I wanted a quick response, and I thought that the circumstances were demanding one.  However, God’s timing is quite different from mine.  Although we would like to know early, God’s answers come right on time.  
This concept is also found in the Scriptures.  In John 11, we find that one of Jesus’ dearest friends, Lazarus, has become extremely ill.  Lazarus’ sisters send word to Jesus regarding his condition and ask Him to come.  Notice what the Bible says, “When He heard this, Jesus said, ‘This sickness will not end in death.  No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.’  Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. Yet when He heard that Lazarus was sick, He stayed where He was two more days” (John 11:4-6).  Let’s look at what is happening here.  We learn that there is a desperate situation, and the family calls for Jesus’ help.  We see four important points in Jesus response.  The first thing we find out is that Jesus hears the request.  Although simple, this is vitally important.  I believe that someone reading this today needs to know that Jesus has heard your request.  The next thing we discover is that Jesus immediately declares the solution.  Now He does not yet reveal the answer to the people who asked Him for help, but right away, He sets the victory in motion and settles the issue long before the outcome is actually seen.  Jesus shows us that the circumstances do not have the final say; He does.  Regardless of what it looks like, God is in control.  
In the next verse (v. 5) of this passage, we encounter Jesus’ love for Martha, Mary, and Lazarus.  At first I thought this statement was out of place, but I came to realize that it is one of the most important points in the story.  When we call out to God and do not hear from Him right away, we begin to feel abandoned and forsaken.  Thoughts flood into our mind persuading us to believe that God no longer loves us or has somehow forgotten us.  God stops the story here to remind us of how much He loves us.  During the waiting period, we are vulnerable, thus God wants us to remember that he loves us a great deal.  The delay is not the result of an uncaring God, but it is an opportunity for God to display His glory through us.  
Finally, we learn from Jesus’ response that we will have to wait.  Although He heard their request, responded by declaring the solution, and proclaimed His love for them, Martha, Mary, and Lazarus received no information.  During their waiting period, they were not able to know what was happening or why it was happening.  They could not understand why their friend Jesus would not come to their rescue.  No one had sent word explaining Jesus’ delay.  I imagine Martha and Mary took turns scanning the horizon in hopes of catching a glimpse of Jesus’ arrival.  In their wildest dreams, they never considered the fact that He might not come.  Day after day, Lazarus’ condition worsened, yet still no sign of Jesus.  Finally, Lazarus dies.  Four days after Lazarus’ death, Jesus walks onto the scene.  Most of us would agree that Jesus was late, but we would be wrong.  Jesus was getting ready to display God’s glory in a way that most people had never experienced.  Mary, Martha, and Lazarus would not be the only recipients of this miracle, but now countless others would partake in their triumph.  Two thousand years later, we are still being helped by their example.  You see, the wait is not just about you.  God has a reason why He has not given you the answer yet, and it may be that He is creating a situation where you will not be the only one who is helped.  

If you are walking through a waiting period right now, I want to encourage you to trust God and wait well.  God wants you to know that He hears you, He loves you, and He will answer you.

**If you are in need of extra encouragement, here are some passages that have helped me.  Psalm 116; James 1:5; Daniel 10:1-14; Proverbs 3:5,6**
