King of the Hill

     As children, many of us played a game called “king of the hill”.  The game called for one person, the king, to stand up on top of a hill pompously daring anyone to try and bring him or her down.  All of the remaining children would attempt, with any necessary means, to remove him from the crowning position.  Whoever could pull the reigning king down then became king.  There was always that one kid that no one could ever get down.  He was the one that taunted the most viciously and bragged the loudest.  If I close my eyes, I can almost hear his tormenting voice ringing in my ears even today.

     As I remembered playing “king of the hill,” I was struck by how similar our life can be to this game.  Life can be an uphill battle with people all around you trying to pull on you and kick you out of position just so that they can climb higher.  After fighting through the struggle, you finally reach that one point where you feel like you are going to make it to the top, and then suddenly you find yourself knocked backwards with arms and legs flailing.  Your face is filled with dirt, and you are covered with cuts and bruises.  Then there is the bully, the big-mouthed tormenter standing at the top of the hill hurling down insults and arrogantly warning you to retreat.  He is guaranteeing your defeat, and fear fills your soul.  Can you identify with this picture?  I know that I can.  How many times have I felt like I was looking up from the bottom, seeing only fear and hopelessness?  So many times I have wanted to just run away and give up.  Then I found this scripture in Psalm 2 where God says, “I have installed my King on Zion, My holy hill.” Wait a minute!  My circumstances and the enemy have been trying to convince me that they have the upper hand and that they determine my fate.  But I need only to look up and see that Jesus is standing on the top of the hill, reigning as King.  My job does not determine if I am going to make it or not.  My financial situation does not dictate to me if I will have provision.  My circumstances do not decide whether or not I can have peace.  My Savior establishes my path and my future, and only He can rule over my life.

     You see, whoever is King of the hill gets to make the decisions and gets to create the rules of the game.  Since Jesus is King, He gets the final say.  Today you may feel overwhelmed by trouble and desperate circumstances, but I want you to remember that Jesus is the reigning King.  He rules over your situation and your trouble.  He will give you peace and joy in the midst of your trial and will bring provision and protection to your life.  Jesus is standing atop the hill not only to let you know that He rules, but also to let every situation that comes against you to know that He is King.  When a flag is placed on top of a mountain in times of battle, it is a symbol for the people to know that their nation has conquered the enemy and they have victory,  But it is also a sign to other hostile nations that this land is spoken for and they are not allowed to enter.  When you allow Jesus to rule over your life, He stands a sign of victory for you and a sign of warning to your enemy.  He says that you belong to Him, and no weapon formed against you can prosper under His protection.

     Let me give you one last scripture.  Isaiah 11:10 says, “In that day the Root of Jesse [Jesus] will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to Him, and His place of rest will be glorious.”  When Jesus is King over your life, you can enjoy a place of glorious rest.  Put your trust in Him today and let Him show you His rest.
