LOOKING INTO THE NEW YEAR
       Happy New Year to all of you!  I pray that God’s presence and blessing will fill your lives this New Year.  This is the time of year when we look forward to new projects, when we make resolutions to form new habits, and when we rekindle new hope.  But have you ever found yourself limping into the New Year because of the difficulties of the past year?  You struggle to find new hope after experiencing several disappointments; you struggle to find renewed strength after walking through wearying trials;  you struggle to find the faith that used to carry you through the tough times.  I recently found myself in this situation. Although I wanted to believe for great things, my faith seemed weak.
    Wanting to rekindle my faith, I went to the Word of God.  As I was reading Psalm 6, one particular verse stood out to me. In Psalm 6:7 David writes, “My eyes grow weak with sorrow; they fail because of all my foes.”  I realized my problem!  My spiritual eyes had grown weak.  You see, our spiritual eyes keep our focus on things above.  Through our spiritual eyes we see God’s overwhelming goodness, His bountiful mercy, and His great love.  We can see the promises that God has given us regardless of what is going on around us.  When we are using our spiritual eyes to see our circumstances, then we believe what God says about them.  The problem comes when we begin to believe more in what our physical eyes see than what our spiritual eyes see.  For example, when my husband was in between jobs, everything pointed to sure disaster.  We had bills to pay and no money coming in the foreseeable future.  If we relied on what we saw with our physical eyes, then there was not much hope.  But God said that He would supply all of our needs (Philippians 4:19).  He said that He would never leave us or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5).  God miraculously opened up not just one job, but two, and they were better than what we could have imagined.
    Another example comes from the book of Joshua.  The children of Israel were standing on the outskirts of Jericho, the Promised Land because God had told them that He was giving this land to them.  As their leader, Joshua, approached the city, all he could see with his physical eyes was a giant wall with guards posted all around.   Joshua 6:1 says, “Jericho was tightly shut up…No one went out and no one came in.”  There was nothing that Joshua could see to give him hope that they could conquer this city, but in the very next verse God speaks to him saying, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands.”  God wanted Joshua to see the victory with his spiritual eyes.  God was going to bring deliverance and fulfill every promise He had given to them, but Joshua had to rely on his spiritual eyes, not his physical eyes.  How do we do that?  We just open up the Word of God and begin reading what God says about our situation.  We take time to pray and ask God to help us see things the way He sees them.  Romans 10:17 says, "Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God."  As you read God's Word, your faith will begin to grow, and you will find it easier to look at things from God's perspective.  If you are struggling today to see the promises of God, then take heart because God is still working them in your life.   You just need to open up your spiritual eyes.
