Hello ladies,

What a wonderful night we had at our ladies service, “Undo It,” this past Friday!  We saw God move in a mighty way, and many lives were changed.  We serve an awesome God!  

Pastor Gwen also announced at the meeting that our Ladies Ministry is now called “Collage”.  God put this name on her heart because it means “an artistic composition made up of diverse elements.”  God is the Artist, and He has put all of us together for a specific and beautiful purpose, so when you see “Collage”, you know that means you.  We will be having more opportunities to get together as women, so watch the announcements for our next meeting.

I pray that each of you has a blessed week in the Lord!  If you have a prayer request or a testimony, please let us know.  We want to pray with you during your times of need and rejoice with you during your victories.
God bless you!

With love,

Carmen
New Shoes
Who doesn’t love a new pair of shoes?  We all love to have the opportunity to get something new from time to time.  Putting on something new can give us a lift in our spirits and even in our whole attitude.  It’s funny how one small change can turn our outlook around.
The Bible talks about shoes in Ephesians 6.  Paul tells us to stand firm with our feet “fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.”  Shoes of peace.  Now those are new shoes in which I would be willing to invest.  Think about the purpose of shoes.  They protect our feet and make it easier for us to walk the paths we must travel.  Oftentimes, as with comfortable shoes, they give us a cushion to deal with the harsh and difficult road we have ahead.  And although we do not like to admit it, we usually buy shoes to make us look better.  I can see the same relationship with my shoes of peace.  When I walk in the peace that God gives me, then I am protected as I walk through the difficulties of life.  Even though the road may be rough, my shoes of peace provide a cushion to make the travel smoother.  And when I am walking in peace, my attitude and my countenance look much better.  God must have known how much women love shoes and decided to give us this perfect analogy.
We would not dare go to the grocery store or to our workplace without our shoes.  No matter how much of a hurry we are in and no matter how much stress we are contending with, we would not leave the house without our shoes.  There may have been times when my shoes are two different colors because I was in such a hurry, but I would not leave home without wearing something.  If we see the need and purpose that shoes play in our natural world, why do we not place even greater importance on the need and purpose we have for our spiritual shoes of peace?  Many times we have walked out the door without our spiritual shoes, and we do not think twice about it.  We walk out the door, shoeless, worrying about money, the kids, our future, or an abundance of other issues.  In our busy, hurried lives, we run from problem to problem, taking our worry and stress with us wherever we go and leaving our shoes of peace behind.
How do we put on our shoes of peace?  Jesus gave us some insight in John 13.  While the disciples were sitting down for their meal, Jesus went around to each one of them with a basin of water and a towel and began washing their feet.  Imagine how filthy the disciples’ feet were after walking on unpaved roads through the streets of Jerusalem wearing only sandals. Jesus Himself cleaned off all of the dirt and the grime that the disciples had walked through that day.  He wants to do the same for us.  If we will take the time to lay out before our Savior all of the daily cares and troubles we walk through, then He will lovingly wash us clean of the worry and stress that those cares bring.  He will clean off our feet and fit us with new shoes of peace.
So before you leave today, don’t forget your shoes!
