PASS UP THE COMFORTABLE
As a woman I can relate to passing up the comfortable.  How many times have I had to pass up those comfortable shoes to wear the toe-pinching, feet-blistering heels?  Or how about when I really want to wear my sweats, but I have to squeeze into a dress?  It’s funny what we will do for the sake of fashion.

There is something about the flesh that longs for the comfortable.  We like to know what is going to happen, when it is going to happen, and how it is going to happen, and then we think we are secure.  Even if it is bad news, we take it much better if we just know all the details ahead of time, but God does not work in the comfortable.  He wants us to be secure in Him not our abilities or our surroundings, so He will remove the props around us so that we may look to Him for our security.  When God asks us to step out of our comfort zone, we look for every excuse to stay where we are.  Several years ago, while sitting in church, I felt I should go pray with a person standing in the front.  I did not know this person very well, and it was incredibly intimidating.   Fear began to set in, and I started making excuses.  “It is probably not God wanting me to pray with that person; I am sure it’s just me.”  “People will think I am crazy.”  The feeling that I needed to pray grew stronger, but so did the excuses.  “What if it is not God?  I will look like a fool.”  “If I do not do it, God will send someone else.”  For the third time, I felt an urging to go and pray, but I was still afraid.  Then the impulse left, and I knew that I had blown it.  I quickly asked God to forgive me and hurriedly walked to the front.  Respectfully I asked if I could pray with this person.  It turned out to be an important moment in our both of our lives.  Through this encounter, God taught me about trusting and obeying.  Joyce Meyer has a wonderful quote, “Do it afraid.”  Every one of us comes face to face with fear when we have to step out of our comfort zone, but we cannot let fear stop us.  If we wait for the fear to go away, then we will not ever step out.  
The children of Israel also had problems with moving out of the familiar.  They had been slaves in Egypt for 400 years.  Although it was brutal and oppressing, they had learned how to live under this bondage and knew what to expect.  After many years, God delivered them out of captivity and brought them to the outskirts of Canaan, which was the bountiful land He had promised them.  However, there was a problem.  The people currently living in the land were bigger and stronger than the Israelites were.  The situation seemed to be impossible, and they began to long for the old days of Egypt.  

Isn’t it interesting that they would rather go back to the place where they knew they would be killed or at the very least put back into captivity?  If they thought they were going to die either way, then why would they want to die in Egypt rather than in Canaan?  It is because they knew what to expect in Egypt.  They had learned how to live under that captivity and bondage.  There was a sense of security in knowing what would happen as opposed to the fear of the unknown.  You see, going forward on the paths God has given us will require us to continually face our fear of the unknown.  Although we want to know all of the particulars upfront, God provides us with the details as we need to know them.  He is asking us to trust Him.  Remaining in the comfortable and the evident is dangerous because it causes us to rely on what we can see and what we can do.  Stepping out requires us to rely on what God can see and what God can do.  He will continue to take us into situations where we are unable to see how it will work and we are incapable of making it work.  It is at that point where we must decide…will we walk by faith or by sight…will we trust Him or trust our own understanding…will we go back to the comfortable or step out into the unknown.

The Israelites were about to cross over into a new place that God had given them, and in that land there was great fruitfulness and provision; but an enemy stood between them.  The path that God had given them to walk was possible with Him but impossible without Him.  Now that sounds good when we read about it.  We like to see God move supernaturally; however, what we must realize is that when our situation is at a point where only God can handle it, then it will look to us as IMPOSSIBLE.  If we only look at the situation, then we will quickly figure out that we are powerless, but “what is impossible with men is possible with God” (Luke 18:27).  When we are in an impossible place, it can look extremely frightening.  All of the evidence may point in the opposite direction of what God says, and there may be nothing tangible to guarantee results.  In fact, the circumstances may show that it will most likely be disastrous, but God likes to work under those conditions.  
When God told my husband to step out of his job of 21 years into a field about which he knew nothing, it was a frightening step.  Chris had to leave everything that was secure and familiar.  In the new position, there were intense tests and trials, and it would have been much easier to go back.  But the next step would not have been there had he not stepped away from his comfort zone.  Since then, God has opened up some incredible doors in our lives and has brought us into a new place.  I am so thankful for my husband’s willingness to trust and obey.

It may look impossible, but that just gives God an opportunity for greater glory.  He will make the way for you to walk out every plan He has for your life.  You need only to trust and obey.  So pass up the comfortable and walk into the spectacular.
