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PLOWING IN THE WINTER

When I think about winter, I think about watching the snow fall, waiting in great anticipation for the cancellation of school, building snowmen in my front yard, bundling up in layers upon layers of clothing, and drinking lots of hot chocolate.  Winter, however, can wreak havoc on people, animals, and vegetation; and while it is necessary, it can be difficult to survive the harsh elements.  Spiritual winters can prove to be equally if not more severe.
There are several parallels between an actual winter and a spiritual winter, but I want to point out one similarity that struck me as interesting.  In Proverbs 20:4, Solomon writes, “The sluggard does not plow when winter sets in; therefore he begs in harvest and has nothing.”   The first thing to notice is that winter will set in.  It is not a surprise or a product of something going wrong; it is just part of the world in which we live.  Spiritually, we must realize that we will experience different seasons in our Christian walk.  This is not a punishment or an attack; it’s just a natural part of our spiritual walk.  Just like in the physical world, our spiritual winters serve important purposes to promote new growth, and we must learn not only how to survive through them but also how to appreciate them.  
Not only do we learn from this passage that winter will set in, but we also see that if we do not “plow” when winter sets in, then we will have nothing when harvest time arrives.  “Plowing” is the very last thing we feel like doing when winter comes.  In fact, we just want to curl up on the couch, sip our hot chocolate, and read a good book.  During our spiritual winters, we feel the same way.  We don’t want to sow love into someone who is hurting us.  We are not up to giving money away when finances are running tight.  We don’t feel like continuing to believe God for a miracle when after all this time nothing has happened.  We are not in the mood to keep doing what we know we are supposed to do.  Nothing is happening, so what’s the point!  
The point is that it may be a spiritual winter.  So what constitutes a spiritual winter?  To help us understand, let’s look at what happens in a natural winter.  
· It is cold and often dreary.  There are less hours of daylight, so there is less exposure to the sun.  In spiritual winter, coldness sometimes sets in over our devotional life.  The excitement is waning, and we do not seem to be receiving from God like we did in times past.
· Leaves/fruit die and drop from the trees.  Not only does new growth stop, but the fruit that was there seems to disappear.  Spiritually, we do not see as much fruitfulness, and even the fruit that we once had seems to be out of our sight.  
· The ground is hard and difficult to break up.  Spiritually, the sowing that used to come so easy now requires hard work and a strong resolve.
· Hard freezes come.  During this time, trouble can often show up and catch us at our weakest and most vulnerable.  
· Everything around looks dormant.  In our spiritual life, our dreams appear to be just a memory.  Our life seems to be mundane and without purpose.  We feel lost, dry, and useless.
Due to the harshness of winter, plowing is more difficult, but it is also extremely necessary.  If we want to reap the harvest, we must learn how to plow in the winter.  I love that the Bible uses this term “plow” because that is exactly what it feels like we are doing.  I remember when a friend of mine had hurt me deeply, and I was struggling terribly with rejection.  I knew that I was to continue showing her love and treating her with kindness, but I definitely did not feel like doing it.  Every time I smiled and initiated conversation, it felt like plowing.  When I would call and invite her to do something with me, it felt like I was breaking up hard, hard ground.  Each act of friendship required me to seek God for strength, but He always supplied and helped me to carry it out.  After a while (it felt like an eternity at first), my attitude changed, and my wounds began to heal.  The rejection left, and I felt stronger.  The peace, joy, and fruitfulness in relationships that I received was an incredible harvest that I would have never reaped had God not taught me how to plow in the wintertime.
One of the problems with plowing is that we do not achieve immediate gratification.  Our flesh likes to see the results right away, and when we do not see them, we can become frustrated or discouraged.  But think about when a farmer plows up the ground in preparation for the seed.  It is months before even the slightest bud crops up to prove that growth is happening.  During the plowing season, we are preparing our circumstances for the “Seed” of God to be planted.  When we allow Him to be planted into our situation, then amazing, supernatural results are going to be produced.  
You may feel like nothing is happening, but let me encourage you to keep plowing because you will reap the harvest.  Galatians 6:9 says, “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time, we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”  So, keep it up.  The harvest is coming!
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