Testing in Progress

Do you remember this phrase?

Take out a sheet of paper and number from 1 to 10.

Does it still strike fear into your heart?  Many a student has felt the knot in the pit of his or her stomach when the teacher uttered those simple words.  It meant a test was coming.  I remember walking into the classroom laughing and talking with friends, enjoying my day, and then upon hearing those dreaded words, my entire world would be turned upside down.  I was never ready for it!  As I racked my brain trying to remember what we had talked about in class, it seemed like everything I knew fled frantically from my memory.  Sitting there staring at a blank page, I was unable to remember my own name, let alone the names of the writers of the 18th century.  
When I graduated, I thought those dreadful days of testing were finally over, but boy was I wrong.  Little did I know that the tests I would encounter as an adult would far surpass those of my childhood years.  However, there are some similarities in the testing process that can provide some insight for us.
· Expect Silence.  Back in school when we were taking a test, the teacher was always silent.  This was not the time for her to explain what was happening or clarify the process.  During testing, there was a great deal of silence.  We expected it as students, but as adults, we are surprised.  When we go through difficult times of testing, we become frustrated because we think God is not answering us.  We want understanding.  We want explanations.  We want God to tell us what is happening, why it is happening, and how do we get out of it.  When we do not receive our answers, we become aggravated and overwhelmed.  But we must understand that we are to expect silence during testing.  This is the time when we rely on what we have been taught.  Job took the appropriate response when he was going through the most severe testing of his life.  In Job 23:8-10, Job says, “But if I go to the east, He is not there; if I go to the west, I do not find Him.  When He is at work in the north, I do not see Him; when He turns to the south, I catch no glimpse of Him.  But He knows the way that I take; when He has tested me, I will come forth as gold.”  Job was looking for answers, but everywhere he looked, he came up empty.  He could not find God in any direction that he searched, but he came to the conclusion that God “knows the way that I take.”  You see, Job could not find God, but God never took His eyes off of Job.  Job trusted God and decided that he would stay the course until God came to him.  These were times of testing and times of silence, but he knew that when it was over, he would come forth as pure gold.

You may be looking for answers today and feel like God is nowhere around.  But let me assure you that God has never taken His eyes off of you.  This is only a test.  During these times of testing, we must rely on what God has given us in His Word and stay the course.  He is bringing you forth as pure gold and taking you to the next level.  That is what testing does for us.  In school, tests meant that we were about to go to the next grade level or the next level of teaching…it meant promotion.  God is preparing you for what is next, and it is for your good!  Hold on to His Word because it will carry you through these times of testing.  So take a deep breath, sharpen your pencil, and remember that this is an open book test!
