USELESS AND CAST ASIDE
Have you ever felt like an outcast or an outsider because you have nothing valuable to offer?  Feeling useless or cast aside can cause us to isolate ourselves and withdraw.  We lose sight of our worth and purpose, as we retreat into our comfortable shell, but what does that do to the calling that God has placed on our lives?
In John chapter 4, Jesus meets a woman who is considered an outcast.  This woman has three strikes working against her.  First of all, she is from Samaria, and in those days, Jewish people did not associate with Samaritans.  Secondly, she is a woman, which placed her, according to local customs, in a lower social class than a man.  Finally, she has been married many times, which was looked down upon during that time by the Jewish culture.  By all regards, she is someone with whom Jesus should have no interaction, but Jesus, stepping over religious and social biases, stops her and asks for a drink of water.  She replies, “You are a Jew, and I am a Samaritan woman.  How can you ask me for a drink?”  Her response is very telling of the way that we react when God calls to us, asking us to offer ourselves to Him.   So often, when God calls us to be used by Him for His purpose, we look up to Him and say, “I am nothing special.   How can You possibly use me?”  The Samaritan woman sees only her failures and inadequacies instead of recognizing the significance of the person with whom she is speaking.  In this same manner, we tend to focus on all that is wrong with us instead of concentrating on all that is right in Him.  We struggle to understand how someone as awesome as God could possibly use someone so insignificant.  Our eyes are on our lack and not on His bounty.
When Jesus hears her question, He responds, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked Him and he would have given you living water.”  Jesus calls her to focus on Him and get her eyes off of herself.   He wants her to know His identity and not rely upon hers.  If she sees who He truly is, then she will see His amazing love that will wrap around her, healing the wounds and hurts that so many had inflicted upon her.  She will catch a glimpse of His remarkable mercy that washes away her failures and inadequacies.  And she will grasp His incomparable grace that empowers her to do things she never thought she could do.  She will recognize that she is no longer being cast out, but now she is being drawn in.  

You see, we become so focused on our inadequacies and who other people say that we are that we lose sight of who God is.  He has called each of us to walk in His purpose displaying His glory, but we cannot answer the call when we are dwelling on our own shortcomings or lack of abilities.  We must look to Him and see how big He is, how loving He is, and how powerful He is.  We can then ask Him to fill us with His living water so that we may accomplish all that He has called us to do.  The woman at the well does not even realize that Jesus is waiting to offer her a life filled with His power and His peace.  But once she sees Jesus for who He really is, her life is changed.  She goes back to her village and tells everyone about this man who is like no other.  The Bible tells us that “many of the Samaritans from that town believed in Him because of the woman’s testimony.”  God used her to be a lifeline to many people in her village, leading them to Jesus.  He also used her as an example to millions of others through His Word.  This woman has had an incredible impact on our world because she got her eyes on Jesus.  In His kingdom, she was no longer an outcast, but now an heir.
God wants to use you for His glory.  He wants you to take your eyes off of your inadequacies and failures and put your eyes on Him.  He will fill you with the living water that will flow through you into the lives of many others.

