VOICE OF TRUTH

The voice of temptation has called out to each one of us at one time or another.  From the aromatic call of the chocolate chip cookies to the desperate draw of lying to escape a sticky situation, we have all heard it beckoning to us.  At those times, it is rather easy to recognize temptation’s voice; the problem lies more in making the choice to refuse it.  There are times, however, when the voice is not quite as obvious.  

I recently found myself battling thoughts but did not recognize them to be traps set by the enemy.  God had put it in my heart to do something, and I wanted to be obedient.  As soon as I made the decision to obey, familiar thoughts began to flood my mind, such as “there is no way I can do this” and “I’m foolish to think that God would use me.”  I was rather accustomed to these notions.  Any time God asked me to step out and do something that was unusual or uncomfortable for me; these ideas stepped in and tried to deter me.  The problem was that I did not recognize them as traps set to derail me.  I referred to them as attempts to “be reasonable”, “live in reality”, and “use good sense.”  I did not call them by their real name…doubt.  The enemy laid a trap of doubt for me, and the bait he used was these innocent-looking words.  Once I began to think on these words, it was not long until I had talked myself out of doing whatever God had asked me.  

As the Holy Spirit began to show me the problem, I saw how this tactic had been used in many different areas in my life.  I would start to call and encourage someone that was on my mind, and then I would imagine, “She will think you are crazy.  You barely know her,” or “That’s not God telling you that.  That’s just you.”  The next thing I knew; I was diffused.  Other times the problem would develop after I had done a good thing.  For example, after adding my own comments in a ladies’ group, I would become inundated with condemnation, believing I had looked foolish and sounded unintelligent.  I vowed to remain silent if given another chance.  Each time I was tempted to believe these lies because I did not recognize them as false and contrary to God’s Word.

One of the biggest problem areas for me was in the way I viewed myself.  It did not take much for me to believe the lies that I was worthless.  Oftentimes I felt out of place and forgotten, with people and with God.  It became common for me to dwell on my weaknesses and failures instead of dwelling on the Word of God.  One day when I was struggling terribly with feeling rejected, God spoke to my heart very clearly.  He told me to write down the problems that were troubling me the most.  As I wrote down expressions like, “No one genuinely loves me,” and “I don’t fit anywhere,” the Lord said, “Do those words sound like they came from Me?”  The question sat in my mind for several minutes, then it hit me.  I am not listening to God; I am listening to lies.  God does not talk like that.  At that moment, my outlook changed, and I realized that I had to guard my mind and begin believing the truth.

There are two courses of action required to deal with this type of temptation.  First, we have to know what God says.  Ephesians 6:17 and Hebrews 4:12 tell us that the Word of God is the sword that divides and separates.  Knowing what God’s Word says about the situation separates the truth from the lies that may be circling around in my head.  This takes us to the second step.  Once we know the truth, we must refuse to listen and think upon the thoughts that do not line up with the truth of God’s Word.  2 Corinthians 10:5 tells us to “take captive every thought and make it obedient to Christ.”  When thoughts come into our mind to tempt us with fear, worry, doubt, condemnation, etc., we must recognize it as a desperate attempt by the enemy to prevent us from walking in the full power and love of God. 

I have listed some common lies that plagued me for many years and the truths that demolished them.  I challenge you to write down any thoughts that are causing you trouble or confusion and find out what the Word says about it.  When you expose it to the Light of God, He will let you see clearly.  Then all you have to do is believe the Voice of Truth.

                                                                 LIES






TRUTH
                                                   “I’m not worth anything.”


         “For You created my inmost being; You knit me together in my mother’s womb.  I
   



           praise You because I am fearfully and wonderfully made.”  












   










Ps. 139: 13-14

                                                   “There is no way I can do this.”

         "What is impossible with men is possible with God.”  










                                                                                                                                    Luke 18:27

                                                   “No one will accept me with all 

         "For he chose us in Him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in
                                                     of these faults.”
         


          His sight.  In love He predestined us to be adopted as His sons through Jesus Christ
          in accordance with his pleasure and will.” 







                                           










Eph. 1:4-5

   “It will never happen.”
                                 “being fully persuaded that God had power to do what He had promised.”                                                                         
    










Rom. 4:21

   "If I do this, people won't like me" or  
         "Am I now trying to win the approval of men or of God?  Or am I trying to please 
                                                   "people will think..."  


          men?  If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ."


    










Gal. 1:1

   "I'm foolish to think God would use me               "For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
    in this way.” 



          prepared in advance for us to do."
      










Eph 2:10



   "I am forgotten."



         "Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no compassion on the child she 
          has borne?  Though she may forget, I will not forget you!"







                                          










Isa. 49:15

   "I want to give up."



         "Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a 
          harvest if we do not give up."

 
     










Gal. 6:9

   "I can't go one more step."


         "I can do everything through Him who gives me strength."







                                         










Phil. 4:13

