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WAX ON, WAX OFF
     Do you remember the movie Karate Kid with Ralph Macchio, who played Daniel, and Pat Morita, who played Mr. Miyagi?  Mr. Miyagi is a martial arts master, and Daniel is a teenage boy that is being bullied by some adolescent punks.  Daniel seeks out Mr. Miyagi for help in fighting off his tormenters.  The young man is pumped up because he knows that he has come to the master of karate and cannot wait for Mr. Miyagi to show him how to annihilate his enemies.  Daniel arrives bright and early the next morning to begin training, but much to his surprise, Mr. Miyagi has only a list of chores for him to do: waxing several old cars, sanding the outdoor deck, and painting the fence.  Daniel does not understand, but agrees to help out the older gentleman.  However, every day that Daniel shows up for karate training, Mr. Miyagi leaves him the list of chores and goes about his business.  Finally, Daniel is fed up.  In frustration, he confronts the wise master and demands to know when he will receive something that will help him to defeat his foes.  With a sly smile, Mr. Miyagi begins to demonstrate what the young man has learned through the chores are really a variety of martial arts moves.  To demonstrate, the master comes at Daniel with an offensive karate action and commands his student, “Wax on!”  Daniel instinctively performs the movement that he had perfected while waxing the cars, thus blocking Mr. Miyagi’s attack.  As they continue, Daniel realizes that he has been gaining the tools he needs to go into battle.  In the mean time, he has learned some other valuable lessons:  self-control, submission to authority, diligence, perseverance, and trust. 
     This movie scene came to my mind the other day and reminded me of how God works on us in very similar ways.  Psalm 18:34 says, “He trains my hands for battle.”  God’s ways are higher than our ways, and He determines what is needed for our training.  Oftentimes, God takes us through circumstances that are made to prepare and equip us for the battles we will face, but we miss the benefit because we get discouraged and give up, or we get frustrated and complain.  Either way we can lose the benefit of what God is teaching us.  
     Sometimes, we go through seasons where we think nothing is happening.  No doors are being opened, and all of our hopes and dreams seem to be sitting on a shelf.  We remember when God stirred up passion and excitement about things He wanted to do through us, but now that seems like a distant memory.  What happened to the enthusiasm we once felt about our loved ones being saved?  At the time we were declaring, “I know that God will bring them to salvation,” but now we are thinking, “It will probably never happen.”  What about the fervor we felt to reach out and help those who were in need and hurting?  God had given us great ideas, and we couldn’t wait to implement them.  But when it didn’t materialize like we thought, we began to say, “I must have missed it,” or “I knew it wouldn’t work.”  
     During these times, God is teaching us to trust and wait on Him.  We must develop perseverance and trust if we are going to conquer the battles that are ahead.  We have to learn to walk by faith and not by sight.  I remember when I was hosting a women’s small group.  I had so much zeal and faith when that group started.  As I prayed, I could see that God was going to do mighty things in these women: salvation, healing of broken marriages, deliverance from addictions, etc.  My faith was so high!  But after a while, there were days when no one showed up.  Other times, I saw women that were making such progress fall away, and I began to get discouraged.  I couldn’t understand why God was not following through with the hopes He had given me.  I was ready to quit, but God began to deal with me.  He told me that if I was obedient, then I accomplished exactly what He wanted me to do.  It is God that brings the fruit and produces the results.  They will be in His time and in His way.  My role is to be faithful and obedient.  

     It is during these times of waiting that God produces the qualities in us that we will need to carry out His purposes.  That is why James could say, “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything” (James 1:2-4).  You see, when I was going through my trial with the ladies’ group, God was perfecting me and equipping me with perseverance and trust.  I needed to learn that results come only from Him, and not by anything I do.  I also needed to learn that my worth was not measured by what I am able to do or not to do, but in God alone.  Finally, I needed to learn how to trust God and believe His Word, even when everything I saw pointed in the opposite direction.  Those qualities became vital to me as I faced bigger and more severe trials.  God has developed some spiritual muscles in me that have helped me to depend on Him more and walk in greater victory. 
     Don’t despise the struggles because God is developing the tools you will need to conquer bigger giants and live in more abundance.  You may think that you are not gaining anything, but are in fact losing.  Nevertheless, if you will hold on, at the appropriate time, God will demonstrate just what you have learned, and you will obtain victory like you have never known.  “Wax on!” 
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To return to the home page, click here.
