YOU FAIL US NOT
     Have you ever felt like a failure?  Most of us at one time or another have felt like we failed, whether it is in school, in marriage, in work, in parenting, or just in life.  How about with God?  Have you ever felt like you failed with God?  Of course, we have all felt that way, but is that the way God looks at it?  When a child is learning how to walk, the parent stands lovingly in front of him, gently encouraging him to take those first steps.  The mom or dad knows that her child will fall, but she does not consider it a failure.  She does not give up or get frustrated with her little one; she praises him for the one or two wobbles that he makes toward her.  The steps are not pretty and look nothing like the steps of an adult, but that mother will praise her child for his attempt and affectionately scoop him up in her arms.  She does not chastise him for his fall or for the fact that his steps weren’t perfect.  Instead, she beams with pride that her baby is growing up.
     Our heavenly Father looks at us in the same way.  Psalm 103:14 says, “He knows our frame; He remembers that we are dust.”  God remembers that we are flesh and that we will make mistakes.  He is not frustrated or disappointed in us; He just wants us to turn back to Him.  Psalm 37:23-24 says, “If the Lord delights in a man’s way, He makes his steps firm; though he stumble, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with His hand.”  We will stumble, but God will keep us by His mighty hand.  You see, regardless of how many times you feel like you have failed God, He will never fail you.  He will pick you up with His loving arms and put you back on the right path.
     Recently, I heard a song with this message that really spoke to me.   The song said that our failure doesn’t disturb God; our sin doesn’t shock Him, and our shame doesn’t shame Him.  Those words pierced my heart because I have struggled so many times with feeling that I have failed God.  But He is so far above the trappings that grab us.  When we look to Him, He just lifts us up out of our shortcomings and places us with Him.  What we must remember is not how often we fail God, but how God never fails us.  It is because He never fails us that we can rest securely.  The song goes on to say, “Whatever will come, we’ll rise above.  No matter the war, our hope is secure.  Because You fail us not!”
     I hope that you take some time today to remember how God has never failed you.  He loves you and wants to lift you out of your failures to sit with Him.
